
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

BUF medium 2010 2,595,919 2,595,919 2,595,919

BUF medium 2011 2,594,882 2,594,882 2,594,882

BUF medium 2012 2,590,902 2,590,902 2,590,902

BUF medium 2013 2,577,849 2,577,849 2,577,849

BUF medium 2014 2,425,809 2,425,809 2,425,809

BUF medium 2015 2,339,906 2,339,906 2,339,906

BUF medium 2016 2,300,930 2,300,930 2,300,930

BUF medium 2017 2,326,711 2,326,711 2,326,711

BUF medium 2018 2,487,349 2,487,349 2,487,349

BUF medium 2019e 2,470,405 2,521,141 2,438,339

BUF medium 2020 2,324,583 2,457,927 2,186,183

BUF medium 2021 2,355,047 2,481,263 2,154,743

BUF medium 2022 2,382,037 2,561,802 2,150,289

BUF medium 2023 2,406,702 2,641,753 2,145,108

BUF medium 2024 2,429,253 2,656,874 2,141,048

BUF medium 2025 2,452,837 2,712,063 2,142,787

BUF medium 2026 2,478,239 2,771,908 2,147,011

BUF medium 2027 2,505,994 2,837,773 2,148,983

BUF medium 2028 2,536,543 2,904,789 2,150,285

BUF medium 2029 2,569,241 2,986,517 2,153,194

BUF medium 2030 2,603,467 3,064,977 2,152,534

BUF medium 2031 2,639,124 3,130,504 2,145,811

BUF medium 2032 2,676,496 3,190,936 2,144,650

BUF medium 2033 2,713,142 3,251,758 2,144,700

BUF medium 2034 2,748,697 3,310,463 2,140,344

BUF medium 2035 2,784,031 3,364,566 2,131,288

BUF medium 2036 2,820,558 3,412,184 2,119,724

BUF medium 2037 2,855,759 3,461,611 2,106,466

BUF medium 2038 2,890,340 3,513,777 2,093,617

BUF medium 2039 2,924,550 3,565,802 2,082,072

BUF medium 2040 2,959,044 3,618,640 2,070,969

BUF medium 2041 2,994,037 3,662,661 2,059,392

BUF medium 2042 3,029,003 3,701,943 2,046,967

BUF medium 2043 3,064,250 3,742,228 2,034,356

BUF medium 2044 3,099,684 3,778,714 2,020,675

BUF medium 2045 3,135,233 3,812,140 2,006,449

2019 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

3,500,000

4,000,000

4,500,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l

Fiscal Year

TAF Enplanements Scenarios

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

BUF medium 2010 131,020 131,020 131,020

BUF medium 2011 130,844 130,844 130,844

BUF medium 2012 124,672 124,672 124,672

BUF medium 2013 124,470 124,470 124,470

BUF medium 2014 120,184 120,184 120,184

BUF medium 2015 115,532 115,532 115,532

BUF medium 2016 102,692 102,692 102,692

BUF medium 2017 88,065 88,065 88,065

BUF medium 2018 86,255 86,255 86,255

BUF medium 2019 81,372 81,372 81,372

BUF medium 2020 81,680 85,520 78,360

BUF medium 2021 80,973 89,696 72,565

BUF medium 2022 78,749 87,850 68,203

BUF medium 2023 75,795 86,228 64,530

BUF medium 2024 75,697 87,681 63,507

BUF medium 2025 76,315 88,320 63,252

BUF medium 2026 76,971 89,871 63,273

BUF medium 2027 77,675 91,438 63,457

BUF medium 2028 78,439 93,188 63,591

BUF medium 2029 79,255 94,900 63,697

BUF medium 2030 80,105 96,949 63,819

BUF medium 2031 80,986 99,085 63,585

BUF medium 2032 81,900 100,727 63,462

BUF medium 2033 82,801 102,177 63,431

BUF medium 2034 83,684 103,625 63,440

BUF medium 2035 84,565 105,052 63,355

BUF medium 2036 85,470 106,386 63,139

BUF medium 2037 86,352 107,530 62,865

BUF medium 2038 87,223 108,752 62,566

BUF medium 2039 88,088 110,044 62,285

BUF medium 2040 88,961 111,354 62,048

BUF medium 2041 89,845 112,643 61,828

BUF medium 2042 90,730 113,754 61,588

BUF medium 2043 91,621 114,757 61,333

BUF medium 2044 92,518 115,782 61,073

BUF medium 2045 93,418 116,715 60,788
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